
 

Below is a list to help familiarize you with basic terms that you may have 

heard “everybody” use and had no idea what they meant. 

Here we go: 

PC: Your computer! This stands for personal computer.  
 
Boot: To start up your computer. If your computer is already on, reboot 
means to restart it. 

Reboot: This means to restart your computer. Often programs will ask 
you to reboot after you install them (Windows Updates is a good example 
of this).  

Desktop: Like the top of your desk, the desktop on your computer is the 
part of the screen that contains folders, icons, etc.  There can be folders, 
icons, documents, and you can arrange them any way you like, or even 
toss them out, since there is a Recycle Bin. 

Download: When you download something, you are transferring data 
from another computer to your computer, usually over the internet. You 
are going to receive the data.  

Upload: When you going to upload something, you are going to transfer it 
from your computer to someone else’s, usually over the internet. You are 
going to give it to someone else.  

Font: A font is the style and size of lettering. For instance, if you want to 
compose a letter that looks like it has been written in     calligraphy, you 
might want to use a font like Monotype Corsiva, instead of the one I have 
been using here, which is called Arial.  
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Hard Drive: Simply put, a hard drive is where all of your files, pictures, 
videos, programs, etc. are stored. There are different sizes of hard 
drives, depending on how much stuff you want to have on your com-
puter. For example, if you are a video editor, you need a very large hard 
drive (videos can be very big files). If you only use your computer for the 
internet and to do your taxes, you don’t 
need a very big hard drive. When you 
hear about people “losing their hard 
drive” it means that they have lost all of 
the data that was stored on their    
computer. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hardware: Hardware is all of the physical stuff of your computer, like 
your mouse, your keyboard, your monitor, your printer, your stereo 
speakers, etc.  
 
Software: On the other hand, runs as the non-tangible part of a com-
puter. Your anti-virus program is software. Data, files, images, and vid-
eos are all examples of software. You need both software and hardware 
for a computer and its parts to run. 
 
Modem :This one is a device that connects you to the Internet. It is usu-
ally a telephone cord for dial-up or a cable cord for DSL. DSL stands for 
Digital Signals Line. 
 
Icon: An icon on your computer screen is a very small image that repre-
sents an object or program that you have on your computer. Some ex-
amples of icons: 
 
 
 
 
 

Link: When you click on http://www.cntcomputers.com, you have clicked 
on a link.  A link is the address of wherever you want to go. Sometimes 
the link can be to a file, an image, or a video as well as a website. 
 
Operating System or O/S: Simply put, an operating system (or O/S) is 
the main program (software) that manages the hardware and software of 
the computer which allows you to use it. Current operating systems in-
clude Windows 95, Windows 98, Windows XP, Linux, Windows Vista, 
and the new Windows 7. 
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Search Engine: Sometimes when you ask someone about something par-
ticular they will tell you to “Google” it. What they are telling you is to go look 
it up on a search engine (in this case, it’s Google). A search engine is a 
program that searches for documents with information based on the criteria 
it is given and returns the results. There are many search engines you can 
use, such as Yahoo, AskJeeves, or Altavista. If you want a list of search 
engines, you can go “Google” one! 
 
The Monitor :This is the device that looks like a TV. It shows pictures and 
text on its screen. 
 
Processor: This is a small electronic device that interprets and carries out 
the instructions you tell your computer to do. 
 
Memory or RAM (Random-access memory):  is a form of computer data 
storage. Today, it takes the form of integrated circuits that allow stored 
data to be accessed in any order. "Random" refers to the idea that any 
piece of data can be returned in a constant time, regardless of its physical 
location and whether or not it is related to the previous piece of data. 
 
Browser: A browser is a program that you use to “browse” or “surf” the 
web. If you sit down at your computer and you get on the internet, you are 
using a browser. You cannot visit anything on the internet without a 
browser. Some examples of current browsers are Internet Explorer, Fire-
fox, Opera, Google Chrome, and the latest, Avant. 
 
Computer Crash: Basically, a "computer crash" occurs whenever a pro-
gram (one that's either an application you've installed on your PC or one 
that's part of your operating system) is unable to perform its regular opera-
tions. A crash happens when the program just completely stops performing 
its intended function, along with failing to respond to other parts of the sys-
tem as well.  
 
 
So there you have it; a list of defined basic computer terms. Now when it 
seems like “everybody” knows this stuff, you can rest assured that you 
really do. 



Intel Core I3 3.3GHz Processor  

4Gb RAM 

1 TB Hard Drive 

On Board Video 

24xDVD+/-RW Drive 

10/100/1000 Network Card,  

Integrated Sound and Stereo Speakers 

with Subwoofer 

15-in-1 Card Reader 

Micro-Tower Case 

104-Key Keyboard and Optical Scroll Mouse 

 6 USB Ports (Two Front Side—Four Back) 

20” LCD Monitor  

Microsoft Windows 7 Home Premium 64-Bit 

One Year Manufacturer’s Warranty 

ONLY $749 
$629 without Monitor 

UPGRADE OPTIONS: 

 

Microsoft Office Home/Student 2010         add            $ 159.00 

Add a Hewlett Packard D110A Printer/Scanner/Copier (Wireless)    add           $ 119.00 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Windows_7_logo.svg


 

Lenovo G570 Laptop 

Intel Core i3 2.2GHz Processor 

4Gb DDR2 RAM 

500Gb Hard Drive 

DVD/RW Drive 

10/100 Network Card, 56K Modem and WIFI B/G 

One Express Card Slot, 3 USB 

Sound and Speakers; 1.3 MP Webcam 

4-in-1 Card Reader 

15.6” color Display 

Microsoft Windows 7 Home Premium 

One Year Manufacturer's Warranty 

$629 
OPTIONS: 

 

Add a Carrying Case      add $  35.00 

Add an external USB 3.5” Floppy Drive   add $  39.00 

Microsoft Office Home/Student 2010    add  $159.00 

NOTE:  Prices good while supplies last. 



Intel Pentium Dual Core 2.6 GHz Processor  

4Gb RAM 

500Gb Hard Drive 

On Board Video 

22xDVD+/-RW Drive 

10/100/1000 Network Card,  

Integrated Sound and Stereo Speakers 

Micro-Tower Case 

104-Key Keyboard and Optical Scroll Mouse 

 6 USB Ports (Two Front Side—Four Back) 

20” LCD Monitor  

Microsoft Windows 7 Pro 

One Year Manufacturer’s Warranty 

OPTIONS: 

 

Add a Carrying Case        add $  35.00 

Add an external USB 3.5” Floppy Drive   add $  39.00 

Microsoft Office Home/Student 2010    add  $159.00 

ONLY $699 
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Lenovo ThinkPad Edge E520 0319-26U 

Notebook PC  

Intel Core i3-2310M 2.4GHz 

4GB DDR3 

500GB HDD 

 DVD+/-RW Drive 

10/100/1000 Network Card and Wireless N 

3 USB and 1 HDMI Port 

15.6" Display 

Windows 7 Professional 64-bit 

One Year Manufacturer's Warranty 
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